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Welcome ................................................................................................................ Bart D. Finzel, 
vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni Association Teaching Award .........presented by Daniel J. Moore ’07, 
president
Heather J. Peters, associate professor of psychology
Thanks to the generosity of the alumni association, the campus recognizes outstanding professors and 
their contributions to undergraduate education through the University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni 
Association Teaching Award. 
Address ..............................................................................................................Heather J. Peters, 
associate professor of psychology
Chancellor’s Award ....................................................................... presented by Jacqueline R. Johnson, 
chancellor
Jayce Koester ’16
Presented annually to an outstanding senior on the basis of academic excellence and contribution  
to campus life, the chancellor of the University of Minnesota, Morris makes the Chancellor’s Award 
selection after consulting with various campus groups.
Curtis H. Larson Award................................................................. presented by Jacqueline R. Johnson, 
chancellor
Cory Schroeder ’16 
The Curtis H. Larson Award is conferred upon the graduate chosen as senior class speaker. The selection 
is made by faculty and graduating seniors. The award was established in memory of the late Curtis Larson, 
the University of Minnesota, Morris’s first class speaker in 1964, who lost his life in an accident while 
serving with the Peace Corps in Ecuador following his graduation.
Fulbright Scholar ........................................................................ recognized by Jacqueline R. Johnson, 
chancellor
Laura Hoppe ’16
The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is the largest United States exchange program offering opportunities 
for students and young professionals to undertake international graduate study, advanced research, 
university teaching, and primary and secondary school teaching worldwide. The program awards 
approximately 1,900 grants annually in all fields of study and operates in more than 140 countries 
worldwide. 
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Allen W. Edson Award .................................................................... presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, 
vice chancellor for student affairs
Laura Hoppe ’16 
Cory Schroeder ’16
Presented annually in recognition of contribution to campus life, the Allen W. Edson Award recipient is 
chosen by the senior class, the faculty, and the Functions and Awards Committee. The award honors Allen 
Edson, superintendent of the University of Minnesota West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA) and 
Experiment Station on the Morris campus from 1947 to 1958. He joined the WCSA staff in 1921.
Mary Martelle Memorial Award ........................................................ presented by Sandra K. Olson-Loy, 
vice chancellor for student affairs
Bailey Stottrup ’16
Presented annually to a student and to a staff member deemed to have made outstanding contributions 
to the quality of Morris campus life, the Mary Martelle Memorial Award perpetuates the memory of Mary 
Martelle, senior secretary in the Office of Student Activities from 1965 until her death in 1976.
Scholar of the College Award ................................................................. presented by Elena Machkasova, 
associate professor of computer science 
and Functions and Awards Committee chair 2015–16
Scholar of the College Awards are presented annually to students who demonstrate distinguished 
contributions to scholarship in one or more of the academic disciplines.
Edith Rodgers Farrell Memorial Award for Undergraduate Research ............presented by Pieranna Garavaso, 
chair, Division of the Humanities
Broc Kokesh ’16
Established by the family, students, and friends of Edith Rodgers Farrell, late professor of French and 
undergraduate research advocate, the annual award is granted to a graduating senior whose research is 
judged by a jury of faculty to be excellent.
Allison Bean ’17 
Nathan A. Bean ’17
Logan Bender ’16
Jordan Blank ’16 
Laura Borkenhagen ’16
Charles Cain ’16
Maggie Casale ’16
Sam Daniewicz ’16
Carly Denler ’17
Brittney Ferrian ’17
Blake J. Gerold ’16
Hannah Goemann ’17
Brittany Grady ’17
Morton Greenslit ’16
Humza Haider ’17
Chloe Hanson ’16
Caitlyn Horsch ’16
Alayna Johnson ’16 
Kelsey Jopp ’16
Aliaksandr Kachan ’16
Eric R. King ’16
Michelle King ’16
Jayce Koester ’16
Broc Kokesh ’16
Aaron Lemmon ’16
Sydney Long ’16
Michael Maudal ’16
Clare Miller ’16
Corrie Nyquist ’16
Natalie Pope ’17
Darya Pokutnaya ’17
Madeline Rauma ’16
Michelle Richotte ’16
Nathan Schmid ’16
Jourdan Schnabel ’16
Isaac Smolund ’15
Sean Stockholm ’16
Sarah Strenge ’16
Derek Toso ’16 
Sayge Wooldridge ’16
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Morris Student Sustainability Leader Award....................................... presented by Jacqueline R. Johnson, 
chancellor
Peter Kvale ’16 
This award recognizes students who have displayed exemplary service on our campus to advance our 
sustainability initiatives and campus sustainability conversation. The efforts of these students have 
been sustained over the course of their tenure at Morris and have helped to create positive change with 
leadership that has been a model to others. Sustainability is a big idea that connects with our liberal arts 
leadership. These students have asked “big questions” and have worked to find solutions.
Honors Program Recognition .................. presented by Janet Schrunk Ericksen, associate professor of English 
and director of the honors program
Students graduating “with Honors” must complete twelve credits in the Honors program, including 
an interdisciplinary capstone project presented before a panel of three faculty members from different 
academic disciplines. They must also have an overall grade point average of 3.5 or better at graduation. 
They wear Honors medallions in recognition of their extraordinary accomplishment.
EDUCATION AWARD
Presented by Gwen Rudney, chair, Division of Education
William R. Scarborough Memorial Award ............................................................... Katelyn Klassen ’16
Presented annually to a senior in elementary or secondary education, the William R. Scarborough Memorial 
Award recognizes demonstrated competence and potential for becoming an outstanding member of the 
teaching profession. The award honors the memory of William Scarborough, former Division of Education 
chair, who joined the faculty in 1966 and made many contributions to the Morris campus and to public 
education in Minnesota.
ATHLETIC AWARDS
Presented by Jason Herbers, director, Intercollegiate Athletics
Arnold Henjum Scholar-Athlete Award ................................................................. Andrew Marshall ’16
Presented to a senior male athlete on the basis of athletic excellence and integrity, the award honors 
Arnold Henjum, professor of education from September 1964 to June 1992, who made innumerable 
contributions to Minnesota public education. 
Willis Kelly Award ...................................................................................................Cori Becker ’16
Presented to a senior woman athlete who exemplifies the spirit of competition at Morris in women’s athletics, 
the award is in memory of Willis Kelly, physical education coach and athletic director at Morris for more than 
20 years. She was the first director of women’s athletics in 1975 and served as director of men’s and women’s 
athletics from 1982 until her retirement in 1987. 
Women’s Honor Athlete Award .........................................................................Laura Borkenhagen ’16
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the 
Honor Athlete Awards have a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Melissa Anderson ’16
Laura Borkenhagen ’16
Tessa Hagen ’16
Laura Hoppe ’16
Aliaksandr Kachan ’16
Broc Kokesh ’16
Garrison Komaniecki ’16
Mathea Krogstad ’16
Clare Miller ’16
Abigail Walsh ’16
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Men’s Honor Athlete Award ...................................................................................... Jacob Gindt ’16
Selected by a committee of coaches on the basis of academic and athletic achievement, recipients of the 
Honor Athlete Awards have a grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
MUSICAL SELECTION
Mom’s Duet by Ashley Olsen ’16
Performed by Elijah Beaudine ’17 and Ashley Olsen, alto saxophone
HUMANITIES AWARDS
Presented by Pieranna Garavaso, chair, Division of the Humanities
Art History Book Award ............................................................................................ Rachel Moe ’16
Awarded to a graduating art history major, this award recognizes academic excellence and potential for 
further achievement in the arts.
Alumni Award for Outstanding English Major ............................................................... Kelsey Jopp ’16
This award is presented to graduating English majors whose performances in English classes have been 
consistently superior and who have made positive contributions to the discipline or major in and beyond 
the classroom.
Keith Carlson Memorial Jazz Award .......................................................................Elijah Beaudine ’17
Ashley Olsen ’16
Spencer Walton ’17
Presented annually to the most outstanding jazz musicians at Morris, this award is given in memory of 
Keith Carlson by Jack and Ethel Carlson.
Brion Dalager Memorial Award .............................................................................Elijah Beaudine ’17
Bridgette Hulse ’17 
Leah Soll ’17
Spencer Walton ’17 
Established by the family and friends of the late Brion Dalager, University of Minnesota, Morris music 
student from 1969 to 1972, this scholarship is awarded annually to students who have demonstrated 
outstanding ability on a band instrument.
Natalie Benoit Memorial Award ..............................................................................Rachel Forrest ’16
Presented to a junior or senior who demonstrates ability and shows promise as a serious art student. Given 
by George and Joan Benoit, former Morris residents, in memory of their daughter who was an art major 
studying at Penn State when an accident took her life.
Lois P. Hodgell Printmaking Award ............................................................................. A.J. Zandt ’16
This award honors the late Lois P. Hodgell, professor of art from 1962 until her retirement in 1993. 
The recipient must show outstanding achievement in printmaking. Presented annually to a student who 
demonstrates creative potential in the field and technical understanding of a variety of print processes.
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Raymond J. Lammers Award in the Language Arts .................................................... Jonas Newhouse ’16
Established in memory of Raymond J. Lammers, professor emeritus of theatre, this award is presented 
to seniors majoring in and demonstrating an outstanding undergraduate career in one of the following 
disciplines: theatre, English, foreign language, or communication, media, and rhetoric. Professor 
Lammers was one of the first Morris faculty members and figured prominently in the creation of the 
theatre major and theatre program.
SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS AWARDS
presented by Peh Ng, chair, Division of Science and Mathematics
Abbott Award in Physics .........................................................................................Michelle King ’16
Clare Miller ’16
Presented to a graduating senior physics major with the greatest potential of achieving a professional career 
in physics or a physics-related field, the award was established by Robinson Abbott, professor of biology 
from 1961 to 1991, and his wife, Rose Marie, who taught Morris biology courses, to recognize the importance 
Morris has played in their lives. All four Abbott children graduated from Morris, three with physics majors. 
Jay Y. Roshal Award .............................................................................................Corrie Nyquist ’16
Presented to a senior student majoring in biology who demonstrates the most promise and interest in a 
career in the biological sciences, the award is in honor of the late Jay Roshal, professor of biology from 
1960 to 1983 and the first University of Minnesota, Morris Division of Science and Mathematics chair. 
spdf Chemistry Award .................................................................................. Garrison Komaniecki ’16 
The annual spdf Award is given to a senior chemistry major demonstrating outstanding scholarship, 
potential, and service in chemistry. 
Clemens “Johnny” Brauer Memorial Award ................................................................Claire Rabine  ’16
Established by former colleagues and students to honor the memory of Clemens Brauer, associate 
professor of geology from 1966 to 1981 who passed away in May 2003, this award supports geology majors 
in their educational pursuits at the University of Minnesota, Morris by providing financial assistance 
to cover field camp expenses. Recipients must exhibit academic excellence and plan a professional or 
academic career in the geological sciences.
SOCIAL SCIENCES AWARDS
Presented by Arne Kildegaard, chair, Division of the Social Sciences
Chris Berg Memorial Award ......................................................................................Meara Davis ’17
Presented annually to an outstanding senior economics major demonstrating academic excellence in that 
field, this award is presented by the University of Minnesota, Morris economics/management faculty in 
memory of their colleague, Chris Berg, one of UMM’s early economics faculty who was in the middle of 
fulfilling his dream of sailing around the world when he died in an accident in Mexico in 1976. 
UMM Management/Economics Alumni Award ..................................................... Katelynn Kamann ’16
This award is presented to a graduating discipline senior who has achieved academic excellence and has 
provided service to the discipline and the Morris campus. It is funded through collective alumni gifts to 
the management/economics discipline.
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Mimi Frenier Award in Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies ........................................ Natalie Pope ’17 
This award was established by colleagues, students, alumni, friends, and the University of Minnesota, Morris 
Commission on Women in recognition of Professor Emeritus of History Mariam Frenier’s dedication to 
Morris and in appreciation for her contributions to the development of the gender, women, and sexuality 
studies major. It is annually granted to a junior or senior gender, women, and sexuality studies major in 
recognition of high academic achievement, and social, political, and civic activism. 
Ted Underwood Award in History ............................................................................. Kyle Klausing ’16
Cory Schroeder ’16
Presented to a graduating senior with a major or minor in history or a history concentration in the social 
science major who has demonstrated distinguished academic performance in history, the award is named 
for Dr. Ted L. Underwood, who served the University of Minnesota, Morris as an outstanding scholar, 
teacher, and administrator from 1967 until his retirement in 1999.
Gieske Academic Award ............................................................................................ Samuel Gill ’16
Jacob Gindt ’16
Offered annually to outstanding political science majors in their senior year, this award is given to students 
who have an exceptional record of accomplishment at the University of Minnesota, Morris as well as strong 
prospects for success after graduation. The award is in memory of Millard Gieske who was a professor 
in the political science department for more than 15 years. He served as acting chair of the Division of 
the Social Sciences, was a respected leader in many professional organizations, and the author of many 
political works.
Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award .................................................................. Tessa Hagen ’16
The Outstanding Graduate in Psychology Award is given annually to a senior graduating with a psychology 
major. Recipients who receive this award have excelled in the following areas: scholarship, research experience, 
and participation in the psychology discipline.
Sociology/Anthropology Book Award .................................................................. Laura Borkenhagen ’16
Awarded to an outstanding sociology and/or anthropology student, this honor recognizes academic 
excellence and active engagement in the fields of sociology and anthropology. 
Announcements and Closing Remarks ................ Bart D. Finzel, vice chancellor for academic affairs and dean
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ADDITIONAL HONORS DURING THE 2015–16 ACADEMIC YEAR
American Indian Salt Springs Awards
The American Indian Salt Springs Awards are presented on the basis of academic excellence and contribution to the Indian 
and campus community to outstanding American Indian students who will return to the Morris campus next year.
American Indian Salt Springs Cultural Award Scholarship
Nina Schexnider ’18
Linnea Kingbird-Martini ’19
Bos Undergraduate Research Awards
The Bos Research Fund was established in honor of Angela Bos ’01 to enhance the successful undergraduate research 
experiences of Morris students. Funds are made available to cover expenses for travel, conference registration, and other 
costs associated with the pursuit of undergraduate research opportunities. All students are eligible to participate.
Bridgford Summer Scholars Program
Established by Betty Bridgford Orvis and Robert E. Orvis Sr. in memory of Betty’s father, Roy Bridgford, agronomist at the 
West Central School of Agriculture and Experiment Station from 1918 until his retirement in 1956. Professor Bridgford taught 
classes in crops, soils and plant diseases and had charge of all crop research. He was known not only throughout Minnesota, 
but also throughout the Upper Midwest for his experimental and research work with crops. The program supports a summer 
research and internship experience for one or more students who are interested in expanding their knowledge and experience 
in relation to agriculture, food, and crop production at UMM.
Katherine Duram ’17
Austin Tipper ’18
Chemistry Undergraduate Research Award
The Chemistry Undergraduate Research Fund (CURF) provides support for students who are majoring in chemistry/
biochemistry and have an interest in carrying out research in chemistry/biochemistry or a closely related field. The awardee 
has demonstrated outstanding aptitude for research in the chemistry discipline’s Introduction to Research course and the 
potential for continued success.
Suzanne Coleman ’17
Autumn Mahoney ’17
Destiny Schultz ’18
Natalia Batchenkova ’17 
Nathan A. Bean ’17
Jaclyn Bell ’19
Addison Bona ’16
Samantha Currie ’17
Kali Dahmus ’17
Sam Daniewicz ’16
Carly Denler ’17
Aundria Howard ’19
Natalie Hughes ’16
Aliaksandr Kachan ’16
Kiara Kolbinger ’17
Mathea Krogstad ’16
Duan Liu ’16 
Alexia Maceda ’18
Shawn Montag ’16
Tayler Morris ’16
Christi Perkinson ’17
Natalie Pope ’17
Mia Shaw ’18
Kristin Stivers ’17
Carleigh Swanson ’17
Sonja Swanson ’18
Tarlynn Tone-Pah-Hote ’18
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Chi Alpha Sigma
Chi Alpha Sigma, the National College Athlete Honor Society, recognizes high academic achievements of student athletes at 
the collegiate level. Student athletes who contribute significantly to at least one intercollegiate sport while maintaining a 3.4 
or higher cumulative GPA throughout their junior and senior years are eligible for membership in Chi Alpha Sigma. The 
University of Minnesota, Morris chapter, established in 2006, is the only chapter in Minnesota.
David C. Johnson Award for International Service Learning 
To assist deserving students to participate in service learning projects in other nations (e.g. the teaching of English as a 
second language in developing nations, Habitat for Humanity programs). Preference is for students who will return to UMM 
subsequent to their work abroad. David served as chancellor of UMM from the fall of 1990 to the summer of 1998.  
Olivia Ilgar ’16 
Abigail Walsh ’16  
David Minge Internship Award
The Minge Internship Award supports students seeking Washington, DC, internships, educational opportunities that 
former  Congressman David Minge values as important and insightful components in learning about public policy process 
at the federal level. Preference is given to internship participants who integrate the study of peace, justice, conservation, the 
environment, rural affairs, or similar issues. 
Megan Jacobson ’17  
Dik Munson Art Award
Presented to outstanding first- and second-year studio art students demonstrating creative potential in future discipline 
course work. This award is intended for purchase of materials and supplies for the recipient’s artwork and experimentation 
with new media. 
Caroline Vodacek ’18
Forrest Zoll ’19
Dimitra Giannuli Memorial Award
This annual award is based on the excellence of a paper written for any of the history courses offered at the University of 
Minnesota, Morris. The award was established by colleagues, friends, family, and alumni in memory of Dimitra Giannuli, 
associate professor of history.
Aaron Brown ’16
Gieske Internship Award
The Gieske Internship Award honors the memory of Millard Gieske, University of Minnesota, Morris professor of political 
science. The award supports political science students who pursue legislative internships in Washington, DC, or the 
Minnesota State Capitol.
Nathan A. Bean ’17
Ivie Brooks ’16, soccer
Tori Brua ’17, swimming and diving
Calvin Cicha ’17, tennis
Carly Denler ’17, soccer/track and field
Alicia Doerr ’16, track and field 
Kari Erickson ’17, golf
Colin Everson ’17, football
Brittney Ferrian ’17, tennis 
Carissa Fuller ’16, swimming and diving
Hannah Goemann ’17, track and field/cross country
Jordan Halvorson ’17, basketball
John Haseman ’17, basketball
Taylor Holleman ’17, football
Victoria Holt ’17, basketball
Kai Jerrett ’17, track and field
Torri Jordan ’17, soccer
Michael Maudal ’16, tennis
Sydney McAdam ’17, soccer
Hunter McFall ’16, football/track and field
Emily Moore ’17, soccer
Sergio Natividad ’17, football
Taylor Nordby ’16, volleyball
Sidney Paulson ’17, track and field
Kyle Petermeier ’17, football
Alicia Poerr ‘16, track and field
Mitch Reller ’17, baseball
Samantha Salathe ’16, swimming and diving
Daniel Stelljes ’17, track and field/cross country
John Tiernan ’17, football
Madeline Youakim ’17, soccer
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Honors Recital Selected Performers
Chosen by competitive audition, honors recitalists are recognized for outstanding performances during the academic year.
Elijah Beaudine ’17, saxophone
Camilla Bjorklund ’16, piano
Levi Jahnke ’19, piano/composition
Amy Kuller ’17, voice
Gunnar Molstad, ’18, voice
Ashley Olsen ’16, piano/saxophone/composition 
Leah Soll ’17, clarinet
Anne Ternes ’17, euphonium
John Brian Becker ’97 Memorial Student Activist Award
Established by friends of the late John Becker ’97, this award is meant to honor and to thank a student identified as being 
a progressive thinking individual whose activism has made an impact on campus or beyond by raising public awareness and 
promoting social change. John majored in  English and theatre arts while at Morris and was actively involved in the Student 
DFL, KUMM, and Women’s Resource Center.
Jayce Koester ’16
Matthew Ian Helgesen Memorial Award
Established by Tim and Jean Helgesen in memory of their son, Matthew ’06, this award is given to the captain of the Bad 
Movie Club. Matt was one of the first students to start the club during his freshman year at UMM. The award honors the 
values of UMM and reflects student initiative and creativity in leadership, and serves to encourage the captain to keep the 
club going by doing “all the extras that always need to be done.”   
Rachel Forrest ’16
Minnesota Campus Compact Awards
The Minnesota Campus Compact Award recognizes faculty, staff, students, and community partners who have contributed 
meaningfully to university-community partnerships.
Presidents’ Civic Engagement Steward Award, Tammy Berberi, associate professor of French
Presidents’ Community Partner Award, Muriel Krusemark, coordinator, Economic Development Authority,  
Hoffman, Minnesota
Presidents’ Student Leadership Award, Kyle Klausing ’16
Morris Academic Partner Program
In recognition of the value of academic employment to the intellectual development of students and for the opportunity to 
assist faculty members in their work, this program awards year-long stipends to academically talented third-year students. 
These students will undertake assignments that will enhance their intellectual competence and increase their interest in 
graduate or professional study. Students were paired with the following faculty/staff members:
Alexandra Asche ’17/Tisha Turk
Natalia Batchenkova ’17/Reuben Ceballos 
Nathan A. Bean ’17/Roger P. Rose 
Maggie Casale ’16/Kristin Lamberty 
Maggie Casale ’16/Nic McPhee 
Mitchell Finzel ’17/Peter Dolan
Ian Flaherty/Barbara Burke
Thomas Hagen ’17/Elena Machkasova
Humza Haider ’17/Stephen V. Burks and Jon E. Anderson 
Britta Hanson ’17/Thomas Genova 
Hannah Hoagland ’17/Thomas Genova 
Abigail Huber ’17/Stephen Crabtree
Aliaksandr Kachan ’16/Stephen V. Burks and Jon E.  
 Anderson 
Katelyn Kamann ’16/Bibhudutta Panda
Liam Kiehne ’17/Pieranna Garavaso
Kiara Kolbinger ’17/Stephanie Ferrian 
Kyung Suk (Sam) Lee ’17/W. Robert Matson 
Duan Liu ’16/Stephen V. Burks and Jon E. Anderson 
Emily Moore ’17/Michael Korth 
Magen Nivison ’17/Zack Mensinger 
Christi Perkinson ’17/Michelle P. Page 
Francis Reed ’17/Jong-Min Kim 
Meagan Rollins ’17/Rachel Johnson 
Dion Roloff ’17/Jennifer Deane 
Sarah Schroeder ’18/Stacey Parker Aronson 
Ben Simondet ’16/Kristin Lamberty 
Joseph Thelen ’17/W. Robert Matson 
Derek Toso ’16/Stephen V. Burks and Jon E. Anderson
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Morris Student Administrative Fellows
This program offers students of high ability and motivation the opportunity to play an important role in the daily 
management of campus programs and offices. Students worked with the individuals listed following their name.
Multi-Ethnic Mentorship Program
Participants in the mentorship program are paired one-on-one with a faculty mentor based on similarities between the 
mentor’s data profile and the scholar’s intended academic major, career, or personal interests with the ultimate goal of 
fostering maximum achievement of personal, academic, and professional potential for the scholar. Students and their 
faculty/staff mentors are as follows:
Owen W. & Frances A. Tate Memorial Award for Student Learning
Established by the Tate family to honor the memories of Owen and Frances Tate, lifelong residents of Big Stone County, and 
to support student learning activities that do not have other funding sources available. The award provides matching dollars 
to cover travel expenses for students presenting scholarly work at symposia and professional meetings, engaging in artistic 
activities, conducting research projects, or performing outside of the campus community, all of which are activities that 
showcase the University of Minnesota, Morris to a broader learning community.
Sarah Schroeder ’18
Juliet Olson Batista ’17/Tim Lindberg
Daeja Carson ’17/Michelle Page 
Amy Coria ’17/Jennifer Rothchild
Blong Lee ’18 /Hsiang-wang Liu
Ellis Sherman ’17/Mohammed Farah
Ibrahim Shuaib ’18/Elliot James
Yee Leng Thao ’18/Zack Mensinger 
Cassandra Votaw ’18/Bonnie Ekstrom
Andrea Wathanaphone ’18/Nadezhda Sotirova
Ashlee Bednar ’16/Mike Cihak
Jordan Blank ’16/Chris Dallager
Laura Borkenhagen ’16/Elizabeth Spohr
Katherine Brown ’17/Michael Eble
Shelby Flanagan ’17/Chris Dallager
Kyle Foss ’17/Ramsay Bohm
Brennan Gensch ’16/Peter Dolan
Haleigh Gille ’17/Jimmy Schryver
Yasamin Graff ’18/Arne Kildegaard
Alaina Grant ’16/Kelly Rudney and Cristina Montañez
Nicholas Griffiths ’17/Gary Donovan
Kim Gruhn ’16/Jess Larson
Kristen Hansen ’17/Matthew Hoekstra
Kari Haynes ’17/Jayne Blodgett
Katherine Hosch ’16/Viktor Berberi
Isaac Hunt ’18/Danielle Schatschneider
Brittani Klaverkamp ’16/Denise Odello
Jayce Koester ’16/Kerri Barnstuble and Rose Murphy
Katherine Ledermann ’17/Troy Goodnough
Jena Lipham ’17/Mohammed Farah
Kathryn McCreary ’18/Matthew Hoekstra
Michael Medlyn ’18/Timna Wyckoff
Henry Megarry ’16/Peter Dolan
Joseph Melby ’17/Matthew Hoekstra
Rachel Moe ’16/Julia Dabbs
Gunnar Molstad ’18/Denise Odello
Anne Moore ’18/Gary Donovan
Olivia Mora ’16/Jayne Blodgett
Elizabeth Nault-Maurer ’16/Michael Lackey
Michael Notch ’19/Pamela Gades
Nicole Novitskaya ’17/Erin Christensen
Ashley Olsen ’16/Denise Odello
Nathan Olson ’16/Matt Johnson
Charles Peeters ’17/Rachel Johnson
Rose Peterson ’17/Elizabeth Spohr
Madeline Rauma ’16/Melissa Vangsness
Cory Schroeder ’16/Stephen Gross
Rebecca Schrupp ’17/Sarah Ashkar
Cody Shaffer ’17/Becca Gercken
Keenan Cashen-Smart ’17/Jennifer Rothchild
Daniel Stelljes ’17/Bradley Miller
Bailey Stottrup ’16/Adrienne Conley and Hilda Ladner
Lauren Velde ’16/Brook Miller
Michelle Vener ’18/Heather Waye
Kaitlin Waldera ’17/Tracy Otten
Yicong Yuan ’19/Mike Cihak
Denisse Zian ’17/Troy Goodnough
Jack Ziegler ’18/Stephen Gross
Saskia Zinn ’16/Troy Goodnough
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Pi Delta Phi  
Pi Delta Phi is the National French Honor Society for undergraduate and graduate students at accredited public and private 
colleges and universities in the United States. The highest academic honor in the field of French and the oldest academic 
honor society for a modern foreign language in the United States, Pi Delta Phi was founded as a departmental honor society 
at the University of California at Berkeley in 1906. The purpose of the Society is to recognize outstanding scholarship in 
the French language and Francophone literatures, to increase the knowledge and appreciation of Americans for the cultural 
contributions of the French-speaking world, and to stimulate and to encourage French and francophone cultural activities.
Camilla Bjorklund ‘16
Saskia Zinn ‘16
Pi Sigma Alpha
Founded in 2010, Morris’s Zeta Eta chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, the first in the University of Minnesota system, is a national 
political science honor society. Its goal is to stimulate scholarship and intelligent interest in political science. Morris’s 
chapter aims to encourage development and dissemination of independent research; initiate and participate in community 
and service activities; and expose members and the University community to the study of government and issues of public 
concern. Members are juniors or seniors who have completed at least 10 semester credits in political science including 
at least one upper division course and earning an average grade of B or higher in those courses. Overall, members have 
achieved a GPA of 3.4 or higher. 
Samuel Gill ’16
Jacob Gindt ’16
Jayce Koester ’16
Marcy Prince ’17
Atsushi Seki ’15
Rick Jauert Memorial Internship
The Rick Jauert Memorial Internship honors the memory of Rick Jauert ’78. Originally from Luverne, Rick spent his 
entire 36-year career working for members of Congress, including seven from Minnesota, two from New York, and one 
from California, in various capacities, including chief of staff and press secretary. The award supports students seeking 
Washington, DC, internships. Rick was committed to public service, to Minnesota, and to progressive thinking politics, and 
the award will be given to a student who shares these attributes.
Junko Otsuka ’17
Schneider National Award
Presented to an economics or management student who has demonstrated academic excellence, outstanding research 
abilities, and success in industry-oriented studies, the award is funded by Schneider National, Incorporated.
Derek Toso ’16
Sigma Delta Pi
Sigma Delta Pi National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society are junior or seniors with a minimum 3.0 GPA who have 
completed at least three years of college-level Spanish, including at least three semester hours in Hispanic literature or 
culture and civilization. Active members of UMM’s Omega Omicron chapter, founded in the spring of 2013, participate 
in at least ten hours of community service activities per semester, including the Bilingual Literacy Project carried out in 
conjunction with the Morris Public Library. Current members include:
Kate Clarke ’17
Hector García ’17
Hannah Hoagland ’17
Victoria Holt ’17
Laura Hoppe ’16
Amanda Hudinsky ’17 
Bridgette Hulse ’17
Kyle Klausing ’16
Christi Perkinson ’17
Nathan Schmid ’16
Addison Schnabel ’17 
Jourdan Schnabel ’16
Cory Schroeder ’16
Sarah Schroeder ’18
Jennifer Soukup ’18
Bailey Stottrup ’16
Emily Sunderman ’16
Justin Tapper ’17
Hannah Tuomi ’17
Abigail Walsh ’16
Sophia Younkin ’17
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Laura Borkenhagen ’16/Rebecca Dean 
Camilla Bjorklund ’16/Ann DuHamel 
Kevin Bucher ’18/Dan Demetriou 
Ramsey Ceballos ’16/James Cotter 
Marissa Cummins ’16/Timna Wyckoff
Brittney Ferrian ’17/Sylke Boyd 
Rachel Forrest ’16/Gary Wahl 
Hannah Goemann ’17/Reuben Cebellos 
Hannah Goemann ’17/Joseph Alia 
Brittany Grady ’17/Emily Bruce
Morton Greenslit ’16/Sylke Boyd 
Chloe Hanson ’16/Zack Mensinger
Kelsey Jopp ’16/Michael Lackey
Aliaksandr Kachan ’16/Heather Peters
Michelle King ’16/Sylke Boyd 
Broc Kokesh ’16/Tracey Anderson 
Garrison Komaniecki ’16/Timna Wyckoff 
Clare Miller ’16/Gordon McIntosh
Darya Pokutnaya ’17/Stephen Burks
Natalie Pope ’17/Julie Eckerle
Grace Pratt ’17/Reuben Cebellos
Zachary Smith ’16/Heather Waye
Wawokiya Award
The Wawokiya (Lakota for “one who helps”) Award is awarded annually to an outstanding senior psychology major. 
Recipients who receive this award have strong records of accomplishment at Morris and sincere interest in helping others.
Sarah Nelson ’16
Undergraduate Research Opportunities 
The UROP program affords students an opportunity to perform independent research with University of Minnesota, Morris 
faculty members. Students gain research skills, similar to those needed for graduate and post-graduate studies; faculty 
receive valuable assistance in their own research interests. Students who participated in the program are listed first, followed 
by the faculty they assisted.
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Allison Bean ’17, English and communication, media, and 
rhetoric, presented her creative non-fiction work “Things I’ve 
Learned from School” at the 2016 International Convention 
of Sigma Tau Delta, the English honor society. Bean is feature 
editor for the University Register campus newspaper and prose 
co-chair for Floating World Creative Writing Club and Literary 
Journal. She also writes web copy for University Relations 
and has served as a volunteer teacher for the Community ESL 
program. 
Nathan A. Bean ’17, political science, researched how recent 
United States presidents speak publicly about human rights 
issues. He is the author of “Do Human Rights Matter? 
An Analysis of Presidential Human Rights Rhetoric from 
1993–2014,” published in Morris’s Scholarly Horizons. He also is 
co-author of “When Presidents Talk About Human Rights: 
Exploring the Nature of and Influences upon U.S. Presidential 
Attention to International Human Rights Problems,” which 
he presented at the 2016 Western Political Science Association 
meeting.
Logan Bender ’16, English and history, presented his poem 
“The Epistemology of Writing, as Outlined by an English 
Major” at the 2016 International Convention of Sigma Tau 
Delta, the English honor society. His poem “Using” was 
published in the spring 2015 Floating World, and his poem “The 
Subterranean Pillar” appeared in The Prairie Connect in 2015. 
Bender also works as a news writer and photographer for 
University Relations.
Jordan Blank ’16, human services and psychology, worked 
with Associate Professor of Psychology Oscar Baldelomar to 
obtain, transcribe, and code data for a study of European-
American students’ perceptions of Latino parent occupations. 
Blank presented his research at the 2016 Midwest Psychological 
Association. Blank also worked with Disability Resource 
Center Coordinator Chris Dallager to develop and implement 
a support program for college students with autism, the 
University of Minnesota, Morris Link Peer Mentor Program.
Laura Borkenhagen ’16, biology, honors, explored the 
biochemistry of cell shape generation in the human gastric 
pathogen Helicobacter pylori. She co-authored a poster describing 
the research, “Functional Analysis of Csd1 and Csd2, Two 
Cell Shape Determining Proteins in Helicobacter pylori,” which 
she presented at the 2015 American Society for Microbiology 
annual meeting. In other research Borkenhagen analyzed rabbit 
and jackrabbit bones from an 800-year-old archaeological site 
in Arizona to study the impact traditional agricultural practices 
had on small mammals.
Charles Cain ’16, mathematics and statistics, studied 
causal and path analysis, Bayesian networks, and directional 
dependence. He presented “Modeling Latent Variables for 
Bayesian Networks” at the Twin Cities American Statistical 
Association 2015 research meeting and at the 2015 UMM 
STEM Poster Session. He now is preparing a research paper, 
“Integration of Path Analysis to Bayesian Networks for 
Modeling Latent Variables,” for journal publication. Cain also 
worked on a study to model interest of undergraduate students 
in becoming teachers.
Maggie Casale ’16, computer science, worked on computer 
technology to support the creation of stories by children 
who are learning to read. Her research focused on refining 
teacher and student user interfaces. Casale co-presented a 
demonstration of the applications, called Story Builder and 
Word River, at the 2015 Interaction Design and Children 
international conference. Casale is co-author of a poster on the 
research, “Using computational manipulatives to support story 
construction by early and emergent readers,” which  
she presented at the Howard Hughes Medical Institute  
poster session.
Sam Daniewicz ’16, psychology, investigated young adults’ 
attitudes toward drug use in relation to religious involvement. 
Daniewicz reported his findings in two posters: “Attitudes 
toward Drug Use in Relation to Past and Present Religious 
Involvement in Emerging Adults,” which he presented at the 
2016 Midwestern Psychological Association Conference and at 
the 2016 National Undergraduate Research Conference; and 
“The Concurrent Validity of a Measure on Religious Identity,” 
which he presented at the 2016 National Undergraduate 
Research Conference. Daniewicz also is co-author of three 
forthcoming scientific journal articles on this topic. 
Carly Denler ’17, biochemistry and biology, investigated how 
protein sizes influence their adsorption by molecular sponges, 
called metal-organic frameworks (MOFs). She identified 
which MOFs selectively interact with proteins of different 
sizes. The research has implications for the study of diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s and diabetes. Denler presented “Tracking 
the adsorption of proteins by metal-organic frameworks 
via ultraviolet-visible spectroscopy” at the 2016 American 
Chemical Society meeting and is preparing a manuscript that 
will be submitted for publication. 
Brittney Ferrian ’17, mathematics and physics, was part of 
a team that designed and built a LIDAR system to measure 
cirrus cloud altitude and thickness. This research will aid 
in observation of cirrus cloud behavior and contribute to 
an understanding of the interactions between clouds and 
climate. Ferrian is co-author of a poster about the research, 
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“Construction of a low-cost LIDAR for cirrus cloud 
observations,” which she presented at the 2016 meeting of the 
American Physical Society.
Blake J. Gerold ’16, chemistry, worked on the preparation of 
organic dyes for application in printable electronics. Gerold 
co-authored a paper describing this research, “Synthesis, 
characterization, and electronic properties of a thermally-
labile isoindigo,” which was published in the Journal of Molecular 
Structure in 2015. Gerold also worked on a project to improve 
undergraduate lab experiments. He and his peers presented 
a paper describing one of these experiments on non-toxic 
nanoparticles at the 2015 American Chemical Society National 
Conference.
Hannah Goemann ’17, biochemistry, developed lab 
experiments with a cultural connection for use in teaching 
chemistry. The experiments focused on applications of 
curcumin extracts from turmeric root. She is co-author 
of “Exploration of Curcumin, UV-Vis Absorption and 
Degradation Kinetics,” which she presented at the 2015 
American Chemical Society National Conference. Her poster 
was awarded best student poster in agriculture and food 
chemistry. In 2015 Goemann did research at Mahasarakham 
University in Thailand, where she investigated the use of 
mangosteen pericarp extracts in dye-sensitized solar cells. 
Goemann reported her findings in “Optimization of 
Mangosteen Dye-Sensitized Solar Cells,” which she presented 
at the 2015 Howard Hughes Medical Institute poster session 
and the 2016 American Chemical Society National Conference. 
Brittany Grady ’17, English and German studies, honors, 
used historical and literary methods to investigate changing 
moral codes in 19th- and 20th-century Britain. She presented 
the results of her research, “The Moral of the Story: Shifting 
Relationships between Fairy Tales, Fantasy, and Morality,” at 
the 2016 National Council of Undergraduate Research. Grady 
presented her original story “The Singing Sword” at the 2016 
conference of Sigma Tau Delta, the English honor society. 
Her story “The Arsonist, the Astronaut, and the Artist” and 
her poems “Convictions” and “Scratching Tunnels Through 
Atlantis” were published in Floating World in 2015 and 2016. 
Morton Greenslit ’16, physics, helped develop software to 
analyze images taken by an all-sky camera. His work included 
creating an algorithm for the removal of low-level clouds from 
the images. The research contributes to an understanding 
of the interactions between clouds and climate. Greenslit 
is co-author of two posters on the research: “Longitudinal 
analysis of ice halo appearances using an all-sky camera,” which 
was presented at the 2015 Gordon Research Conference on 
Radiation and Climate; and “Algorithms for ice halo detection 
in all-sky images,” which he and his peers presented at the 2016 
meeting of the American Physical Society.
Humza Haider ’17, statistics, mathematics, and computer 
science, used directional latent variables dependence modeling 
and other statistical techniques to analyze data on Type II 
diabetes and to study the effects of obstructive sleep apnea on 
commercial truck drivers’ accident risk and medical costs. This 
work was part of the Truckers & Turnover Project, a long-
term, multidisciplinary research project. Haider reported his 
research findings in a poster, “Directional Latent Variables,” 
which he presented at the 2015 Twin Cities American Statistical 
Association research meeting and the 2015 UMM STEM 
Summer Research Poster Session. 
Chloe Hanson ’16, biochemistry, explored the biochemistry of 
cell shape generation in the human gastric pathogen Helicobacter 
pylori. Two mutant H. pylori strains that Hanson made are being 
used in ongoing research in Associate Professor of Biology 
Timna Wyckoff’s lab. Hanson co-authored a poster describing 
the research, “Functional Analysis of Csd1 and Csd2, Two 
Cell Shape Determining Proteins in Helicobacter pylori,” which 
she presented at the 2015 American Society for Microbiology 
annual meeting. Hanson also worked on an investigation of 
selective protein adsorption by metal-organic frameworks.
Caitlyn Horsch ’16, biology and environmental science, 
studied the relative importance of climate and other factors on 
tree seedling survival in western Minnesota. She is co-author of 
two research papers, “Climate, light, earthworms, nutrients and 
deer herbivory as predictors of seedling growth…” and “Growth 
and mortality of adult invasive Rhamnus cathartica (European 
buckthorn) …,” which she presented at the 2015 Ecological 
Society of America annual meeting. Horsch also worked with 
the Citizens Climate Lobby.
Alayna Johnson ’16, biology, studied tree seedling response to 
climate, and is co-author of two scientific papers: “Climate, 
light, earthworms, nutrients and deer herbivory as predictors 
of seedling growth…” and “Nutrients, light and deer herbivory 
as predictors of seedling survival…,” which she presented at 
the Ecological Society of America national meetings in 2014 
and 2015. Johnson participated in the Harvard Forest Summer 
Research Program in Ecology in 2014 and worked as a Native 
American Professional Development Research Intern in the 
summer of 2015. 
Kelsey Jopp ’16, English and management, presented her 
research in composition theory, “Positive Composition: Raising 
Happy Writers in High School,” at the 2016 International 
Convention of Sigma Tau Delta, the English honor society. 
She also presented a research paper on literary creativity, 
“Defining Dimensions of Creativity through Revisions of 
Kate DiCamillo’s Because of Winn-Dixie,” at the 2016 National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research. Jopp has served as 
editor-in-chief of Floating World and completed internships with 
a literary agency and an educational publisher. 
Aliaksandr Kachan ’16, psychology, honors, worked with 
Professor of Economics and Management Stephen Burks 
and Professor of Statistics Jon Anderson on the Truckers 
& Turnover Project (T&T), a long-term, multidisciplinary 
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research project. His research focused on data collection 
and data set construction. He also contributed to data set 
construction for an extension of the T&T project, which 
uses psychological and behavioral economic tools to study the 
collegiate success of Morris students. Kachan presented his 
research at the 2016 National Conference on Undergraduate 
Research.
Eric R. King ’16, chemistry, worked with Professor of 
Chemistry Ted Pappenfus on the analytical characterization 
of conducting polymers using green synthetic methods. This 
research is on the leading edge of sustainable chemistry. King 
co-authored a paper describing the research, “Solvent and base 
effects in the synthesis of poly(3-hexylthiophene) via direct 
arylation polymerizations,” which he presented at the 2016 
American Chemical Society National Conference. 
Michelle King ’16, physics, helped develop software to analyze 
images taken by an all-sky camera. Her work included removing 
lens distortion and adding a graphical user interface. The 
research contributes to an understanding of the interactions 
between clouds and climate. King is co-author of two posters 
on the research: “Longitudinal analysis of ice halo appearances 
using an all-sky camera,” which she presented at the 2015 
Gordon Research Conference on Radiation and Climate; and 
“Algorithms for ice halo detection in all-sky images,” which she 
and her peers presented at the 2016 meeting of the American 
Physical Society.
Jayce Koester ’16, English and political science, studied 
gender and identity issues. They are the author of “Queer 
Demographics Proposal,” which they presented at the 2014 
Minnesota Public Interest Research Group Issues and 
Actions Conference, and “The War on Terror: Western 
Denial of Agency to Islamic Women,” which they presented 
at The F-Word Feminist Conference in 2014. Their artistic 
performances include “The Naked I: Self Defined, Black 
Hole,” and “STARE BACK: Queer and Trans Artists Reclaim 
the Gayze.” Koester is the recipient of a 2014 University of 
Minnesota Scholarly Excellence in Equity and Diversity Award.
Broc Kokesh ’16, biology and geology, honors, investigated 
the response of glaciers to climate change in the Swedish 
arctic, studied habitat preferences of tiger salamanders, and 
examined the paleoecology of Devonian-age brachiopods. 
Kokesh will present “The Influence of Spines on Predation 
and Survivorship of Devonian Atrypid Brachiopods” at the 
2016 Geological Society of America Rocky Mountain Region 
meeting and at the 2016 Biennial National Convention for Tri 
Beta, the national biology honor society. He authored “The 
influence of spines and size refuge on predation of Devonian 
brachiopods from the Lime Creek Formation near Rockford, 
Iowa,” published in Scholarly Horizons in 2015.
Aaron Lemmon ’16, computer science, worked with Associate 
Professor of Computer Science Elena Machkasova to improve 
the usability of the Clojure programming language for 
beginning programmers. His contributions included setting up 
an automated test system for the project. Lemmon and his peers 
presented “Developing Beginner-Friendly User Interactions 
for the Clojure Programming Language” at the 2015 Midwest 
Instruction and Computing Symposium, where they won  
third place for best undergraduate paper. Lemmon and his  
co-authors also presented their work at the 2014 Minnesota 
Clojure meeting.
Sydney Long ’16, psychology, was a distinguished performer 
in many theater productions. Her roles included Holly in 
Uncommon Women and Others, Emma Brookner in The Normal Heart, 
and several roles in the ensemble production of The Laramie 
Project: Ten Years Later. Long was nominated for the Region V 
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Irene Ryan 
Acting Award for her work in Uncommon Women and Others and The 
Normal Heart.
Michael Maudal ’16, chemistry, worked with Assistant 
Professor of Biology Rachel Johnson on research investigating 
how tumor cells are able to kill immune cells through the 
B7-H1/CD80 signaling pathway. He presented this research, 
“Investigating the Influences of CD80/B7-H1 Signaling on 
Anti-Tumor Immune Responses Mediated by CD8+ T Cells,” 
at the 2015 Autumn Immunology Conference.
Clare Miller ’16, physics, honors, investigated the Kepler 
spacecraft data set using custom-designed computer programs 
to examine stellar variability. Miller also collected and analyzed 
data from Australia, Spain, and the United States to study the 
motion of material around giant stars. In 2015 she presented 
“Long Term Statistical Analysis of Velocity Centroid Data from 
SiO Maser Emissions” at Morris’s Undergraduate Research 
Symposium and the Minnesota Area Association of Physics 
Teachers meeting. Miller also participated in a summer 
research program at Cornell University, presenting “Recovering 
Astrophysical Signals of Background Variable Sources in Kepler 
Data by Means of Custom Aperture Photometry” at the 2016 
American Astronomical Society Meeting.
Corrie Nyquist ’16, biology and environmental science, 
investigated the habitat and diet preferences of crayfish to 
evaluate their role in moving organic matter throughout lakes. 
Nyquist presented “Evaluating the role of crayfish as vectors 
of organic matter in prairie pothole lakes” at the 2016 Society 
for Freshwater Science meeting. Nyquist worked as a summer 
intern at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and 
was a biology department delegate to the 2016 DNR Roundtable 
meeting.  
Natalie Pope ’17, English and gender, women, and sexuality 
studies, explored gender representations in Leo Tolstoy’s 
novels. She is the author of “The Politics of Motherhood: 
Female Idealism in Anna Karenina and War and Peace,” which she 
presented at the 2016 National Conference on Undergraduate 
Research and the 2016 convention of Sigma Tau Delta, the 
English honor society. She also presented her English senior 
  16 University of Minnesota, Morris
seminar project, “Sexual Deviance and Ambiguous Gender 
in The Faerie Queene,” at the 2016 National Conference on 
Undergraduate Research.
Darya Pokutnaya ’17, worked on the Truckers & Turnover 
Project (T&T), a long-term, multi-disciplinary research 
project. Her research focused on the variations in medical 
insurance claim costs associated with obstructive sleep apnea 
in commercial truck drivers. She presented her findings at 
the 2016 Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety 
Priorities. She is co-author of an upcoming scientific journal 
paper on this research. Pokutnaya also mentored new student 
researchers on the T&T project.
Madeline Rauma ’16, communication, media, and rhetoric, 
presented “Margaret Sanger: ‘The Morality of Birth 
Control’: A Rhetorical Analysis” at the 2015 Undergraduate 
Communication Research Conference. Rauma is a teaching 
assistant for The Rhetoric of Advertising and also has done 
research on the First Amendment requirements of student 
publications.
Michelle Richotte ’16, psychology, created the “Turtle” series 
of screen prints, which explores Native people’s identity 
and critiques popular stereotypes of indigenous people and 
cultures. Richotte presented “Visual Stories: Contemporary 
Indigenous Art and Emerging Artists: The Turtle Series” at 
the 2016 Native American Literature Symposium. Richotte’s 
artwork was included in a 2015 juried student art exhibition in 
the Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison Gallery.
Nathan Schmid ’16, social science, Spanish, and secondary 
education licensure, co-authored “Bridging Cultures: 
Promoting Bilingual Literacy,” which he will present at the 
2016 Conference of the American Association of Teachers of 
Spanish and Portuguese. His original research paper exploring 
race and class, “Una niña decente ... ¿e inocente …” appeared 
in Morris’s Scholarly Horizons. Schmid, who studied abroad 
in Cusco, Peru, was lead teacher for the Community ESL 
program. He also served as president of the Sigma Delta Pi 
National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society and the student 
organization Vamos Juntos.
Jourdan Schnabel ’16, secondary education licensure and 
Spanish, co-authored “Bridging Cultures: Promoting Bilingual 
Literacy,” which she will present at the 2016 Conference of the 
American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese. 
She is vice president of Morris’s Sigma Delta Pi National 
Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society chapter and the student 
coordinator for the Community ESL program. Schnabel 
studied abroad in Santiago, Chile.
Isaac Smolund ’15, computer science, helped develop 
computer technology to support the creation of stories by 
children who are learning to read. Story Builder, an application 
for touchscreen devices, uses sight words on movable tiles 
and text-to-speech technology. Smolund co-presented 
a demonstration of the software at the 2015 Interaction 
Design and Children international conference and at the 
Howard Hughes Medical Institute poster session. He is co-
author of “Using computational manipulatives to support 
story construction by early and emergent readers,” which 
was published in the Proceedings of the 14th International 
Conference on Interaction Design and Children in 2015. 
Sean Stockholm ’16, computer science and mathematics, 
worked with Associate Professor of Computer Science Elena 
Machkasova on creating a beginner-friendly system of error 
messages for the Clojure programming language. He also 
helped develop a usability study to evaluate the effectiveness of 
the new error messages. He is co-author of a scientific paper 
about this research, “Designing a Comparative Usability Study 
of Error Messages,” which he presented at the 2016 Midwest 
Instructions and Computing Symposium.
Sarah Strenge ’16, chemistry, completed a research project 
to help students and faculty understand which of two nuclear 
magnetic resonance (NMR) instruments is best suited to 
their needs. She presented “To benchtop NMR or not to 
benchtop NMR?” at the 2016 American Chemical Society 
National Conference. In other research she explored “Electron 
Bonding Arrangements and Thermochemical Properties of the 
Hyponitrite Radical, Nitric Oxide and its Anion.” Strenge also 
served as a teaching assistant. 
Derek Toso ’16, economics and mathematics, worked on the 
Truckers & Turnover Project (T&T), a long-term, multi-
disciplinary research project. His research focused on data set 
analysis of the relationship between obstructive sleep apnea 
and the risk of large-truck crashes, large-truck crash costs, 
and medical insurance claim costs. He presented his research 
at the 2016 National Conference on Undergraduate Research 
and to senior executives of a T&T external corporate sponsor. 
Toso is co-author of an upcoming scientific journal paper on 
this research. He also mentored new student researchers on the 
T&T project.
Sayge Wooldridge ’16, biology and geology, is the co-author 
of several scientific papers on the glacial geology of western 
Minnesota, including “Mapping Loess deposits and soil types 
on the Big Stone Moraine…” and “Distribution, thickness 
and age of Loess deposits in West central Minnesota…,” both 
presented at the 2015 Geological Society of America National 
Meeting. A member of the Cheyenne River Sioux, Wooldridge 
was part of a research team of eight Native American women 
studying the glacial geology of western Minnesota and Brazil. 
In 2015 she received a first-place award for outstanding 
student presentation from the American Indian Science and 
Engineering Society.
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